AGENDA

VILLAGE OF ASHWAUBENON
TREE BOARD
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019
JIM TUBBS
JIM MONTGOMERY
JIM FAMEREE

TOM ANDERSON
ANDY KUROWSKI

Regular Meeting
5:30 PM

RALPH KLIPSTINE
DOUG SANTY

Conference Room A
2155 Holmgren Way, Ashwaubenon, WI 54304

Phone (920) 492-2301
www.ashwaubenon.com

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
Attendee Name
Andy Kurowski

Present

Absent

Late

























Jim Fameree
Tom Anderson
Jim Tubbs
Ralph Klipstine
Jim Montgomery
Doug Santy

Arrived

3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Action on Agenda
5. Action on Tree Board Minutes
a. Tree Board - Regular Meeting - May 23, 2019 5:30 PM
6. Action Items
a. Action on Resident Request to Remove 2 Schwedler Norway Maple Street Trees at 1167
April Lane
7. Department Reports
a. P & R August Department Reports
8. Staff Comments
9. Items for Next Agenda
10. Adjourn
Notice is hereby given that a quorum of the Village Board may be present during this meeting,
although no Village Board action will be taken. This meeting is noticed as a meeting of the
Village Board pursuant to Badke vs. Village of Greendale.
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Agenda

Tree Board

October 10, 2019

Attention Board Members:
Please notify Terri at 492-2301 if you are unable to attend.
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MINUTES

VILLAGE OF ASHWAUBENON
TREE BOARD
THURSDAY, MAY 23, 2019
JIM TUBBS
JIM MONTGOMERY
JIM FAMEREE

TOM ANDERSON
ANDY KUROWSKI

Regular Meeting
5:30 PM

Conference Room A
2155 Holmgren Way, Ashwaubenon, WI 54304

RALPH KLIPSTINE
DOUG SANTY

Phone (920) 492-2301
www.ashwaubenon.com

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of May 23, 2019 5:30 PM (Action on Tree Board Minutes)

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call
Attendee Name
Andy Kurowski
Jim Fameree
Tom Anderson
Jim Tubbs
Ralph Klipstine
Jim Montgomery
Doug Santy

Present









Absent

Excused




Excused


Late

Arrived









3. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. Action on Agenda

a. Motion to approve the agenda.

RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
EXCUSED:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Jim Fameree
Ralph Klipstine
Jim Fameree, Tom Anderson, Jim Tubbs, Ralph Klipstine, Doug Santy
Andy Kurowski, Jim Montgomery

5. Action on Tree Board Minutes

a. Tree Board - Regular Meeting - Jul 26, 2018 5:30 PM
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RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
EXCUSED:

May 23, 2019

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Jim Fameree
Doug Santy
Jim Fameree, Tom Anderson, Jim Tubbs, Ralph Klipstine, Doug Santy
Andy Kurowski, Jim Montgomery

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of May 23, 2019 5:30 PM (Action on Tree Board Minutes)

6. Action Items

a. Discussion on EAB Update
VOA Forester Bauknecht stated the Village is generally infested with Emerald Ash Borer.
For approximately 15 years, the Village has remained in the proactive management of
the EAB; Bauknecht stated it is time to switch to a more reactive approach. During the
proactive management, the Village has removed 700 EAB invested trees (of 1800) with
it's general operating budget. Approximately half of the park ash trees have been
treated, increasing the removal time. Bauknecht stated ash trees with up to 40% die
back are still treatable. Further removals may require contracted services over 3-4
years. In regards to private trees, the Village is unable to remove or manage them.
Should a resident have an identified infested ash tree on their property, Bauknecht has
created a templated letter informing the resident of the situation, risks/liability and
options.
VOA Code Enforcement software can be used to incorporate these
communications. Wood from the downed infested ash trees is sold as pulp wood.
RESULT:

INFORMATIONAL ONLY

b. Annual Distribution of Public Officials and Employees Code of Ethics
Chairperson Tubbs asked of the Board members to review and abide by the Code of
Ethics for Public Officials and Employees, as presented in the agenda.
RESULT:

INFORMATIONAL ONLY

7. Staff Comments
Bauknecht stated the department is a bit behind on spring work due to the wet weather. Staff is
caught up on stump grinding, for the most part. The chipper purchase agreement between the
Villages of Ashwaubenon and Allouez is in it's second year, noting it has been a good
relationship. The 2019 First Down for Trees Program provided 37 trees to the VOA; London Planes,
Kentucky Coffee, Hybred Oak, Elm and Ginkgos, for the most part; most of which have already
been planted. Adopt-A-Garden and Adopt-A-Park flowers have been distributed; Veteran's
Plaza has been planted.
8. Items for Next Agenda
Staff will provide an update on the EAB progress at the next meeting scheduled for July 25th, at
5:30 P.M.
9. Adjourn
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May 23, 2019

a. Motion to adjourn the meeting of May 23, 2019.
Chairperson Tubbs adjourned the meeting at 6:10 P.M.
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Tom Anderson
Ralph Klipstine
Jim Fameree, Tom Anderson, Jim Tubbs, Ralph Klipstine, Doug Santy
Andy Kurowski, Jim Montgomery

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of May 23, 2019 5:30 PM (Action on Tree Board Minutes)

RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
EXCUSED:
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Tree Board
October 10, 2019 05:30 PM

Agenda No. a

Department: Tree Board
Initiator: Tim Bauknecht
Category: Request
Appearance: Yes

Action on Resident Request to Remove 2 Schwedler Norway
Maple Street Trees at 1167 April Lane
FULL EXPLANATION: The Village recently received a request from Diane Eigenberger at 1167

April Lane to remove 2 street trees at their house. The trees are Norway maples that are in fair
condition and estimated to be about 30 years old. The resident’s primary concern about the
tree is the dropping of seeds that are difficult to clean up.
I did discuss the issue with the homeowner and explained to her the Village’s written tree
removal policy (see attached) and that this situation did not warrant the removal of an otherwise
healthy tree. Over the years, the Village has fielded similar requests about street trees (surface
roots, seeds/fruit etc.) and we work cooperatively with the resident in every way possible to
address their concerns… short of removing the tree.
The Village tree removal policy, as written in the Village’s Arboricultural Specifications Manual,
serves as a guide for Village staff when making decisions about removing publicly owned trees.
While I certainly appreciate and understand the concerns presented, caution needs to be used
before making a decision. This particular situation, in my opinion, does not meet the guidelines
of that policy and would set a precedent for future requests to remove every other Norway
maple because of seed production. With 1,854 Norway maple street trees in our current
inventory, I am not sure we could fairly determine which of those would be worthy of
consideration for removal if requested by the homeowner.
My second concern is the looming threat of EAB which will result in the loss of a high
percentage of canopy cover in the Village. The retention of canopy cover is also important to
preserving the economic, social and environmental benefits that trees provide to the Village.
MONETARY IMPACT: N/A
BUDGETED: N/A
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommendation is to deny this request as it does not follow our

street tree removal policy as previously approved by both the Park and Tree Boards.
ATTACHMENTS:
•

TREE REMOVAL POLICY GUIDE

•

1167 Apri Lane - Map (PDF)

•

1167 April-Tree Works report

(PDF)
(PDF)
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TREE REMOVAL POLICY GUIDE

It is the objective and the responsibility of the Department of Parks, Recreation and
Forestry to promote and protect the health, safety and general welfare of the public by
providing for the regulation of the planting, maintenance and removal of trees, shrubs and
other plants within the Village. As specified in the Village ordinances, the only person who
may authorize the planting or removal of a Village tree is the Village Forester or his/her
designated agent. A tree may be considered a public nuisance and/or hazard in the following
ways:
1. Any dead or dying tree;
2. Any otherwise healthy tree, which harbors insects or diseases, which could
reasonably be expected to seriously injure or harm any other tree;
3. Any tree which, by reason of location or condition, constitutes an imminent
danger to the health, safety or welfare of the general public. In the category
of dangerous or hazardous trees are those with observable, critical structural
defects that could cause the tree to fail during periods of stress, i.e. wind or ice
storms. Included are extensive rot or cavity formations, weak forks or crotches,
and/or other characteristics that would impose an immediate liability on the Village.
Not included in the definition of a tree as a public nuisance or immediate hazard are
the following:
1. Species of trees currently classified as undesirable and thereby prohibited from
being planted on Village owned property, as listed in the prohibited species table
of the Arboricultural Specification Manual, with the following exceptions:
a. Any individual tree listed in the prohibited species table that is declared a
public nuisance by the Village Forester, that meets the specification for
removal as previously identified.
b. Any individual or species of tree listed in the prohibited species table that
is designated by the Village Forester as being part of a scheduled citywide
replacement program designed to upgrade the Village’s tree population
(e.g. evergreens).
2. Individual trees, regardless of species or kind, that pose either an imminent or
potential hazard for which corrective actions can be taken;
3. Trees that constitute an inconvenience to the public by virtue of leaf, twig or fruit
drop; that act as sources of allergies; that cause root blockage in sanitary or storm
tiles; that inhibit or prevent the growing of turf beneath the canopy of the tree due
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Attachment: TREE REMOVAL POLICY GUIDE (3852 : Action on Resident Request to Remove 2 Schwedler Norway Maple Street Trees at 1167

6.a.a

to shading that are subject to diseases or insect problems, which cause only minor
harm to trees.
4. Trees that constitute an inconvenience to the public by virtue of their location, except
those public trees that pose serious obstruction problems in terms of egress or access
to private property or new construction projects. The removal of a public tree for
purposes of accommodating private facilities will not be sanctioned unless the following
conditions have been satisfied:
a. There are no other reasonable design alternatives;
b. The value of the tree(s) in question has been determined by the Village Forester
in accordance with the latest revision of “A Guide to the Professional Evaluation
of Landscape Trees, Specimen Shrubs and Evergreens”, as published by the
International Society of Arboriculture;
c. The Village must be compensated for the loss of the tree(s) by the property owner
before removal is undertaken by the Village.
5. If a tree is removed without prior authorization one of the following options will be used
to compensate the Village for the property loss.
1) Owner will replace the removed tree with a new tree 2” or greater in caliper. The
tree will need to be selected from the street tree list in the Arboricultural
Specifications Manual. Once the tree has been selected the Village Forester
shall be notified to inspect the tree and place a stake where the tree should be
planted.
2) The Village Forester will purchase and plant a replacement street tree 2” or
greater in diameter. A bill for all costs associated with the selection and planting
will be sent or assessed to the property owner.
3) If the matter cannot be resolved using option 1 or 2, the property owner
will be issued a citation under Village ordinance 10.12 in the public nuisance
code and subject to penalty under section 25.04 of the municipal code.
After payment of the citation the Village Forester at his discretion will replace the
street trees. All costs associated with the planting will be borne by the Village.
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Attachment: 1167 Apri Lane - Map (3852 : Action on Resident Request to Remove 2 Schwedler Norway Maple Street Trees at 1167 April Lane)
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Street Tree Removal Request
1167 April Lane
September 26, 2019
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Author: Tim Bauknecht, Village of Ashwaubenon, Forestry Department,P:920.492.2331,E:tbauknecht@ashwaubenon.com
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Tree Board
October 10, 2019 05:30 PM

Agenda No. a

Department: Tree Board
Initiator: Tim Bauknecht
Category: Report
Appearance: No

P & R August Department Reports
FULL EXPLANATION: Attached are the department reports from August
RECOMMENDATION: information only
ATTACHMENTS:
•

P&R August Report

(DOC)
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PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY
DEPARTMENT REPORT
August 2019
PARKS:

•

•
•
•

An “Expressions” swingset was installed at Klipstine Park, a donation from Mary Kidd in memory of Steve
Kidd. The special swingset allows an adult/parent to face a toddler while both are swinging at the same time.
Thank you, Mary!
Landscaping to the entrance at Ashwaubomay Park has been completed for 2019. A portion of the areas was
brushed out by 40+ volunteers during our clean-up day in June. Our goal is to open up the interior of the park
for viewing when on Broadway. Remaining brush on the slopes of Ashwaubomay Creek will be cut in the
winter, when the creek is frozen. Then in 2020, we will work our way south again.
The concrete bean bag/cornhole “boards” have been installed behind the community center. Once the turf is
reestablished, we anticipate them to be a popular amenity to both the public and our rental groups.
Severe rain/windstorms did some damage to several sunshades we had at our facilities. Several can be
resewn, but an older 18 x 18 sunshade at the Lake cannot.
The severe storms and large amounts of rain have also created challenges for our trail system. There is a
washout on the industrial park trail, and several issues along the Ashwaubomay River trail where water is
eroding one side of the trail. We are working w/ Northeast Asphalt on possible solutions. Stay tuned.

RECREATION:
• The Fall/Winter Village Services brochure has been completed and will be received by residents in the next
few weeks.
• Our annual Family Fun-ath-alon was held August 10th at Ashwaubomay Park in conjunction with the
Ashwaubenon Blast.
• The playground program came to a close on August 12th.
• Rookie Soccer has 48 children enrolled through August 15th.
• Summer day camp comes to a close August 16th. There were 514 weekly registrations.
• Tots dance had their recital July 30th with 20 young dancers.
• Our 4th neighborhood special event was held August 6th at Sand Acres Park in conjunction with National
Night Out. In total the neighborhood events combined had over 1000 people attend.
AQUATICS:
• Ashwaubomay Lake saw 13,618 people walk through the gates in the month of July.
• The last Summer Session of Learn to Swim has 72 participants and will end on Aug 16th .
• Ashwaubomay Lake closes on August 16th. The Doggie Dip will be held on August 17th. The lake will be
drained the following week.

Attachment: P&R August Report (3853 : P & R August Department Reports)

•

FORESTRY:
• Crews pulled support stakes for trees planted 2 years ago and applied a fresh layer of mulch.
• Staff continues to keep up with resident requests for pruning. Many of the requests for service resulted from
the several strong storms that came through the Village in the last several weeks.
• Staff spent considerable time weeding, spraying and pruning many of the landscape beds in the parks and right
of ways throughout the Village.
• Forestry crew spent a week helping DPW chip the large amount of curbside brush from the July 20th storm.
• A survey was conducted of all stop signs in the Village to identify those being blocked by vegetative
obstructions. Work will be performed later this summer.
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